
THE ABUT*

Annual Report of Secretary
Belknap.

The Operations of the WkT De¬
partment for 1871.

Mi president.Tbe reorganization of 'the army,
reqatrcd by the hot ofJslv 16, 1870, the provlaions of
which were alluded to iu my last annual ropori, has
been accomplished. The enforcement of that por-
(iMi relating to a reduction of cemntistloaed ofll< ers
.emended strict Investigation of tue records of the
military conduct and service «r supernumerary old-
hem, and forced upon the department an unpleasant
duty. It i* believed, however, that me decisions
Shall; reached were fair, impartial and for tlic good
of the service. In accordance with the sauio act the
number of enlisted men was on July l reduced to

.o,«oo; indifferent soldiers were discharged, the

.tandard of recruits was raised with a view to Im¬

proving flic character ol the rank and die, and the

following lable of organization was established:.
Enlisted men of engineers 301
Enlisted uieu of ordnance 475
Ordnance sergeants at posts 200
MilHarv Academy baud 24
to en tsied uieu per company for 55 companies

artillery .",300
.4 enlisted men per battery for 6 batteries light

art tilery 430
M enusied uieu per company for iSWcompanies
cavalry 10,050

.0 enlisted men per company for 250 companies
m rantry 15,000

Von commissioned stall of regiments. . 200

Total 30,ooo
The staff of general officers was also reduced to

the simple rcqulreiueuts or The army la time or
peace, and the line officers thus relieved from de¬
tached duty were ordered to tnelr regiments, where
they could be of more lieneflt to /he service.

TlIE TOTAL EXTBNMTUKK.il
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1809, were
$80,044,042 ; the expenditures lor the year ending
June 30, 1370, were $67,055,075, which sum in¬
cludes f t,ii9"f6oo for river and haroor Improve¬
ments. Tbe expenditures lor the year ending June
.o, 1871, were about $40,000,000, including, for river
and narbor Improvements, $3,915,900. Thus, dur-
tag the year 1869-70, the reduction In expenses lu
the War Department amounted to $22,958,867 06,
and, during the year 1870-71, a tur.hor reduction of
$17,665 ,675 40 was made. For tbe uexi fiscal year
187.-72 iherc is appropriated $86,530.776, Including,for river and harbor improvements, $4,4j",609.

1.81151 ATE KOK 1878.
The total estimate for military appropriations for

Uie fiscal year ending June 30, 1873, Is $3-',416,472.ui this csiuuaie the sum of $1,153,no" is necessi¬
tated by the prohibition or the use of unexpended
balances of former years, thus requiring estimates
lor rcapproprtatiou of such sums as nave re¬
verted 10 the Treasury under the ilftn section of ihe
act ol July 12, 1870. The estimate oi tue Chief of
Engineers lor loruflcatious, improvement of rivers
and harbors, puh.ic buildings and grounds and
Wasluugton Aqueduct are submitted separately, as
presented by thai odder, as follows:.Fortiucatlons
and other woiks of delence, $3,255,509; lor river
and harbor improvements, $9,980, oo, and for pub¬lic buildings and grounds and Washington Aque¬duct. $416,704.
Ep to this date, during the current fiscal rear, there

has been mud into the Treasury, as real.zed from
the sale or arms and lrom other source?, during the
current fiscal year, $21,700,403.

lihder tue act of July 27, lsel, providing for the
adjustment and payment of ihe

CLAlll8 Or THE Slit Kit AT, STATES
for enrolling, subsisting and other expenses m-
carrea by theui for troops called Into the service ofthe United States, the claims were paid out of anv
none; in tnc Treasury not otherwise appropriated.The actor July 12, isvo, repeals the appropriationrtanse 01 the act of July 27, l>6i, ana reqntres the
proper department to submit estimates for these ex¬
penses in the usual manner. I have accordinglyrabmitted an estimate 01 $o,000,000 for this purpose,that belug the aiuouut designated by the Third Au¬ditor ol the Treasury as being required for the settle¬
ment of claims now pending in his otUce for the

Kt fiscal rear.
SKRVICE8 OF THE WOOFS.

The reports of the General of tne Army and of the
division and department commanders, herewith
tobmitied. will convince the conutry that the
oncers and men of the army have performed the
duties devolving upon them laithlmly and welL
Though these duties, resulting from the determin..-
tlon of the government to eniorce tne laws lor the
collection of the revenue and for the suppression
«f armed insurrection. have lew agreeable features,$bey are perioraled with that cheerful energyWhich is the result oi discipline. The records of
the department show that loo applications for
troops tor various purposes and ior military protec¬
tion have been made since January l, 1871, all of
which, where the necessity required it, have beta
promptly responded to.

It is wltu treat embarrassment and difficulty that
the appropriations rnsde at the last session or Con¬
gress.reduced as tney wete below ihe estimates of
the ccpartmeunt.can bu so economised as to
answer the pressing requirements ot the service.
The operations ol active wariare 111 Aiizona, lu con-
hection with Indian ultlleulttes there, ore such as
necessarily require large expenditures, and the
causes which have produced tnis necessity
were not anticipated by Congress when
tne appropriations were made. Ihc offi¬
cers in charge of these operations.General
Bchofleld, commanding the Division ol the Pacific,
and colonel Crook, In Immediate command of tlie

.. Department of Arizona.have united with tins
¦Mepartmem in endeavoring to ret <In the expenseslowest possible limit, aud have used the most
r,,T7;.llu '"orwln this direction, Hnd the conduct
K!nsirrn., *° ¥. -on oi the affairs
or hLs department

^

While, there:ore, the . w lshould l« given, continued ei. V!';ic ?|?«i
tA nppvpnf. anv mc nr-ndi tnr^u hi*vn.. fruvcv at fevj'to prevent any expenditures beju.. "»ose aoso- jlately essential. ]

BBCOMMEHPATTOK. . I
I recommend that the extra lieutenants now an* J

thorl/.ed by law to serve as regimental adjutants ami J
quartermasters In tlie artillen, cavalry and infantry
regiments, as provided by sections 2, 8 and 4 oi the
act of July 28, lsTO, be discontinue l as vacancies
occur in tcose grades. This would effect an ultimate
reduction ot eighty lieutenants; would result In a
yearly saving, 11 the redaction should be completed,
oi nearly $ieo,ooo, and would oe or no detriment to
the service,

it is lurther recommended that the grade of quar-
¦ermaeter-senreant lor ibe companies ol cavalry,
liUantry and heavy artillery be abolisned. The
duties of tins non-commis.-ioued officer before tho
late war w ere uruaily discharged by tlic first ser¬
geant, and me present strength of a company is
such thai a return to the old system in this respect
oan well be made.
Willi regard to the grade-; of enlisted m"n known

as company artificer and compaur wagoner, the
atate of the service is now such its to jusilij the
recoinineiilaiioii that they, too, be discontinued,
OLd their duties devolved upon a smaller number
of private soldiers, detailed tor exira duly service
and employed uudcr direction of the QuartermasterDepartment, btiouid tins recommendation be
adopted 1,165 enlisted men would i>e dispensed
wiih, a; a gross yearly saving of $412,740. From
this deduct tUe probable co,-.t of extra duty men,
estimated at two thirds the number ot artificer*;
and w aironers.|7J,-40.and the net saving will be
over f840,00*.
Dy the aci of March .1, is«:i, the first six r»gl-

meats of cavalry are each allowed one veterinary
surgeon at a compensation of $7s per month. Hy
the act ot July 28, 1866, the four other cavalry regi-
meats are provided with tlic same organizedion,
wnh the additional allowance of one veterinary
Burgeon to each, at a compensation ol $loo per
mohib; that Is to sa». two veterinary surgeons arc
allowed to each or ihe latter regiments, one at a
suiary of |75 per month and the other ut fl'K'. To
remedy this defective organization I recommend
that two veterinary surgeons be auihorlv,ed for
each cavalry regiment, at a compensation or f 100
pr month, and t hat the provisions ol the acts above
cited be repealed.

In the general rerulatlons ot the Rrmv ot 1867 a
plan is prasehied by which soldiers who ur< frngal
enough to save their pay shall have a safe deposit
for it. Hie outline is simply this:-.Not less than
8a may i»e deposited at any one tune with ihe
pannasier at pay dav, when a eneck nook will be
given the n.idier la which tne amount of deposit
will oe enter.,d. These deposits catiuot bo drawn
Uil the discharge oi ihe soldier. They are not sub-

Bit to forty it are by aeasaoee of eonrl martial, but
long to Hie personal e-ia'c of Ihe soldier, volnn-

tartly ouutidcu b\ hira io ihe trust of the United
Blares uuii. he receive? ttnal payment on dlacharge.Toe Mnehw ol uusp.au are various, u prevents
tbo viejous practice of (ontiding moucv 10 commis¬
sioned officers tor sale keeping, which Injures dis¬
cipline by the Invariable distrtites engendered and
H avoids Ute lumbering of the ua»toitj by constant
catty of pay not drawn.

Uy the restriction contained in section 7, act of
July 12, 1670, winch was interpreted bylheireav
ary Department to apply io those deposits, it be.
came mmmma lo lame an order for rescinding this
regulation, and to cause all the deposit* To is>
drawn from Uic Treasury by soldiers holding check
tK»oks. The amount was considerable, aud it is
feared many men were induced to desert by thus
coming into possession of unusually large sums
daring flicir form of scrvlre instead of receiving
tftern when discharged. It is room mended thai
provision be made to meet this unexpected tjipllca-
Uou of the iegialative res:notion that the benefits of
the regulation may he restored to the soldier.
The law authorizes ihe enlistment of men who

eighteen years of age, and Uy Its languago "iho
nit snail bwi eulisiiaeiit taken by ihe recruit snail be con¬

ciliative as to tna ago." The appeals to the depart¬
ment for the discharge of soldiers are almost iinm-
beriesa. The toroe ol cleroa employed upon this
branch of office duty la not aufficient to ouawer the
repeated application* for dlacharge which fill the
orpo/iuirui mail a, aud thr stereotype refirat .natch

mart tn most- eases be given only stimulates the ap¬
plicant to obtain renewed appeals from per-eons of tnflncnce ami chaiactcr, who willinglyapply to the department, wttu a request for assist.
ante, "without reflecting upon the embarrassment
whtct. ia given, or upon the coat or a rcauit so easily

Iretw.ninemied and so difficult, to justify. The en-
Itafjieni of each recruit and the cost of transporu-
*'in to hla regtmcut involves au avera bo expense
til $80 tn each case, liy bta di-charge this amount
In a total loss to the government.The greater number or tno-e for whom this cosily
favor Is asked ore uuiler the age of twenty-one
years, and lu this couneci ion I recommeuil thai the
law regarding oRiiiinients Ik- amended, and that
no recruit l»e permitted to cnt t ihe service wnoas
age, by bis own oalh, is not shown to be over
twenty-one years.the oath, us now, to bo taken as
conclusive.

...»Experience shows that the age of enlistment for
music boy* can. wiui advantage, bo reduced, and ft
Is advised that the law be so amended that hereaf¬
ter enlistments in that class or recruit; may be
made at me age of twelve years.

It was round linpuesiole to prepare, in time for
buIhuHskm] to Congress at its last session, a system
or regain Ions tor the administration of the affairs
ortlwnrmv, as contemplated by inc. act of July 15,
187a A board of competent and experienced ofll-
cers has been for some months diligently euga red
in the com nihil ion oi it cone or regula tons, and the
work Is rapidly approaching completion.

IIKSEKTIONR
.lining the past few moDths have largely increased,
'ihe reports received at tne department indicate
tha' the reduction of tne pay of soldiers iroin six¬
teen to thirteen dollars per mouth has comrlbuied
greatly to this result, as rar i.s those men are con¬
cerned who enlisted prior to July l, 18JI, the dale
of reduction.

MILITARY PRISON'S.
The board of odicers directed to Investigate the

subject of mtUMrv prison* and prison discipline mthe HrtUsii army visited, last summer, the only
military prison now in Canada. viz., the one at
ouebcc, and through the courtesy of the Inspector,Coloucl H. If. Williams, were enabled to witness its
practical workings. The board were very favor¬
ably impressed with th« goo l results obtained from
this system, which has now tieen fifteen years in
operation In iho British service, mid recommend its
adoption in our own. 1 lnvne iho arieution of con¬
gress to tins su-tjeoi. believing it to »>e of great
importance to tne efficiency oi our army, which Is
greatly impaired by the inadequate and impcncct
menus of punishment now practised. By having
the nav of the convicts forfeited to the prisons,
bur little. It utir, additional means would tie re¬
quired to support incur after Uiey were put iu oper¬
ation. The report oi the Uoaru is full or interest
and will hereafter be transmitted to Congress.

TUB HI'. Kit) LIS'.'
orthcarmv .a now limited to 3J0. The endeavor
has been to equalize the selections for that list from
both tne higher and lower grades of the oflic rs en¬
titled tobe placed upon it. so mat it may nor be
filled to au unreasonable extent by officers oi highrank, and consequently greater compensation.
There have been sixteen deaths of retired officers
during tne pad year.

THE CEMETERY IN MEXICO.
By the act approved September '28, 1850, appro¬priation was made of $1u,i»o<j lor purchasing, wall¬

ing and dltcuing a piece of land near the city oi
Mexico, ior a cemetery lor sucU of the officers aud
soldiers of our ariny as leil m battle or died in and
around that cuy during the Mexican war, anu lor
tne iutermeut of American citizens w ho have died
there.

in December. 1809, a report was made hv the Vice
Coa-ul oi ihe United States at tue cuy of Mexico, to
the effect that in eou-equeuee ox neglect and the
want of meuns lor repmrs, many depredations were
being commuted, and that tne cemetery presented
a lamentable appearance of ucapidatiou. Au ap¬peal was made to this department for funds to the
amount o: nnout one thousand one hundred i.nd
fifty dollars to be sent to the Consul to ensure lilni in
restore the cemetery to a condition creditable to the
United States governmenu The War Department was
toitunaieiy able to meet tne temporary demand,
but could not comply with a lurtber suggestion ior
the employment ol a superintendent at a .salary of
$50 per month instead or f-'J, rue rate heretofore
paid, and wnicn is ueemod insufficient. By the act
oi Jniy 31,11-52, iliere was appropriated £i,4lJ 34,
and by the act of AuguSl 31, 1853, $3,o0b for the nnr-
cna.se of the cemetery, under the direction of tno
President, and these sums were all disbursed by the
Department oi Mate. It is recommended that,
as tne general subject or national cemeteries is
now administered bv the War Deparrmeut, a special
act be passed placing mis cemetery npon toe same
footing as other cemeteries with a regularly ap¬pointed superintendent, and thai a sufficient por¬tion of the appropriations ror national cemeteries
be made applicable to ihe repair and preservation
of the one lu question. The latest report of the condi¬
tion oi the cemetery shows mat, with the temporaryaid afforded by tnis deparrmeut, its condition was
very materially improved. An appropriation or

is asked by the United States consul to com¬
plete the repairs aud to construct an artesian well
lor irrigation to preserve the shrnboery and save
the annual tax for water.

'1HK MONTANA INDIAN WAK CLAIMS.
By the tenth section of the act of July is. 1870, the

Secretary of War was requlroa to Investigate into
what are known as tho Montana Indian war claims
011*67, and to report to Congress the names oi the
persons entitled to relief, together witu a statement
of the wets ana suras upon wbicn each report may
be based. The lavesiig lion was conuded to an
Inspector General ot the army, whose report, setting
forth the nature and amount oi tne claims and the
amount required for an equitable settlement of
them, was submitted to Congress at the lust session
and commended to favorable consideration.
To complete the investigation, there remained to

bo submitted a list of tuc persons entitled to relief
and a statement ot the award equitably due to each
claimant. The list, when nearly finished, was, wun
most of the papers connected with the case, de-
strovcJ in the late lire at Chicago. A greater part
of me original voucners, however, had bceu re¬
turned to their owners after certified copies had
been taken, and new coules can oonseqnentlr be
obtained. 1 lie claimants have been called upon
by advertisement to lurnl h such copies, or,
tu default thereof, to fl.e statements of
weir claims, and in this way the lost evidence
will be measurably renewed. With these papers
and such daia as survived, a new report of awards
can be made which will probably prove as reliable
as Hie one destroyed. Jnis report will bo laid be¬
fore congress without material delay, its early prep¬
aration depending wnolly upon the promptness
with w hich claimants respond to (lie Invitation to
replace their evidence.

MILITARY rOST AT FOBT SMELLING.
ruder the Joint resolution approved \lav 7,1870,

authorizing und empowering tho secretary of War
to select aud set apart lor a permanent military
post so much of ttie military reservation of Fort
spelling (not less than 7,00) acres] as the public in¬
terests might require for that purpose, and to quiet
tne title to said lfiset vauoii. and to settle &U claims
in relation thereto, aud lor (he use aud occupationthereof upon principles of equity, I have selected
ahtl ?ef dpsrt for a permanent miliary post at Fort
Sneiling l,52i jK-JW 6C.re*< otnoraciug ihe fort and
Kiiil.iui^. iJi^ ..T.itsr.j A .-l i. full AAttlamont nnil vabuildulgs petfsiuiiK, and lb fuJl settlement and re¬
lease of all claims in relation ^hereto, and Tor the
JIM and occnpatlou 1 hereof havd con veyed to the
pnrchs-ers ol ihe properly tho remainder vl the ro-
set vatioa, amounting to 6.304 so-ioo acres.

SALES OF CLOTHING.
The proceeds or sales of clothing from June 30,

1870, to the present dale amount 10 the sum of
$1,876,729 si, all or which, as collected, is turned
Into the Treasury and cannoi be used bv the depait-
ment. Home of the purchasers Have not been able,
ou account of the disastrous eiTecta ol Hie Chicago
fire, lo meet tUclr engagements promptly, but the
ttnio of payment lias been cxtend'-d. a great
amount oi old clothing and equipage is unfit lor
army u-e, and hence larger appropriations will be¬
come necessary. Ihe cost of tran-portaiion lor this
year has been about $!,500.000, whicn is but little
less than lor the previous year. The reduced army
is compelled to increased activity lo compensate for
its loss In cumbers.
Tho appropriation for

St KR At AND QrABTlER3
has not been sufficient to shelter the army In a man¬
ner c-sentlal to its comfort and health, and hence it
is earnestly desired that the appropriation asked lor
that purpose may not be reduced.

THE HOITHfcRN BAII.KO.ADS,
or the Hoiiihern railroads which were allowed to

purchase rolling stock and other railroad snpnlies
irmn the United Males twenty-seven have paid in
lull, and twenty-lour are suit in debt to the depart¬
ment In the ? urn of $4,721,1150.

in the office of the Quartermaster General
LAMM N1 MKLKH OK MIHCKI.l.ANKOIB CLAIMS

for trausporiation and for stores taken and used by
tnearmytn certain crates and Territories, under
ihe act of July 4, 1864, hate tieen filed and final ac¬
tion had us lar sis possible. Those claims amount to
many millions of dollars and the large interests in¬
volved require that there should tie more care taken
of these Important records than can bo given tliem
In the present building, la w hioli a fire would be
disastrous.
The number of

ORAVRN IV NATIONAL FW CTKH1KH
is 317.850, including s,sws added during the year.
Tha cemeteries cover au urea, 111 tne uggregutc, of
about 1,sue acres of land, acquued at a coat of
$t70,M00.

'J he attention of Congress 1a s^ked lo the loss and
embarrassment resulting lrom the condttlou ol ihe
title to sites of

MTMTABT POSTS IN TEX AS.
The law forbids trie purchase by the Secretary of
War oi anv lamia wiir.out special authority of Oon¬
gress. New posts oil the remote auu unsettled
frontier or that State ha\e generally been located
on the public lands belonging to the
Mute, us tuere ore no public lands
available owned by the United Mates In 1exs«. As
soon as this department begins to erect shelter for
the troops, speculators enter these lands, and hence
clstms ari«e for rent and timber to an amount far
bevond ilieir value. An net authorizing the depart¬
ment to qntct line to sues already occupied, and ro
purchase such as may hereafter be required, Is
neccs-ary to remedy the evil.

Tint <OMMI«uARV nRPARTMKNT.
Tho report of Ihe Commimury General of Subsist¬

ence shows that the army has been well supplied
uurlng the pu-d year. 1 agree wuh him that accord¬
ing to tho varying necessities of troops stationed in
the funereal chmates of the country, there should
be authorized lor tssua substitute articles, so that
the b»od of the »o)dt< r may be at times varied from
tn<< regular ration. Hi nee the last annual report a
detailed statement lias been furnished the Depart¬
ment ol the interior of the expenses Incurred in tne
fiscal year of 1760-70 by Uie Subsistence Department
in lurnishiiig supplies for Indians, which snows tho
amount to have been over $1,000,000, of which
$1,200,000 has been repaid by trausler at the Treas¬
ury. 11 is desirable that appropriations for tho sub¬
sistence 01 Indians wuon necessary be made lor the
disposition ol tne interior Department, as tho sum
sno dice fond or this Department, based upon the
appropriation actually necessary for Uic support of
the army 1* not large enough to allow auy pomou

to itc diverted from Its legitimate use witnout em¬
barrassment to t'iC service.

MElHCAL M ATTIC IIS.
Owing to tho «eii( lency existing in the clerical

force ot the surgeon General's omce, a large nmu-
l>er or official demands ror information lrom the
records o the ofllco lor the setuementof pension
and oilier emima liave remained unanswered,
ruder tno act of Congress aoinorlzing the appoint¬
ment of no.spltul stewards, that force has neen
str. ngu ened, and It is hoped that the accumulated
work will he rapidly disposed ol. There were 2bfl
military posts requiring medical attendance on
jniy 1, 1870. The number or mcuical officers is in¬
sufficient for the service, and 1 renew the recom¬
mendation that the law prohibiting promotions and
appointments in that corps be repealed.

Part tii st of the Medical and Surgical nistorv of
the War is uear completion and will be laid before
Congress duttng lu coming session, when, It is
hoped, sufficient appropriation will no made to con¬
tinue the nub.icauon of the remaining parts. The
report of the Medical Statistics of the Provost Mar¬
shal General's bureau, the compilation of which
was authorized ov the act ol July 28, 1808, Is also
neatly completed and Is in process of being printed
at the government printing office, it is expected
thai the entire report will be printed an I rea ly lor
distribution during the approaching session.
The corps of Engineers during tho past year has

been actively engaged upon the works tor
THE DKPBNUB OK OrH SKA COASTS

on river and Itnroor improvements, and in snrveys
and reconnaissances and construction ot light¬houses. With the appropriations granted for forti¬
fications in our principal harbors, these works
along the Northern Atlantic and Paoinc ooasts uave
hecn pushed forward in their modifications as
rapidly as the circumstances would permit, and
already the bstt nes are beginning to assume the
character needed bv tha requirements of modern
warfare. The modiiicatl ns reioired to looktotne
strengthening oi oar works by the Introduction of
heavy earthen batteries lor the largest gnns and
mortars.

THE FN(J INKERS.
Since tho last report the battalion of engineers

has been reduced to 304 enlisted men, an i consti¬
tute* ait efficient hodv of troops, and is careiuiiy
Instructed and drd ed tu its dunes. The engineer
posts and depots of Jefferson llnrrackg and Verba
buena Island have been broken up ami me
troops are now concentrated at Willett's
Point and West Point, New York. Besiuos
assisting m the Instruction of the cadets of
the Mituary Academy, the battalion of engineers
consulate* the school for the trials with torpedoes
for the deiencc oi our harbors, and takes charge or
the depots tor the bridge trains and equipage and
engineer tools lor the use of tb army in general.
The appropriation asked lot torpedoes and ouier
purposes at the engineer depot at Willett's Point
and recommended to Congress.
A visit made to WUlet's Point In September last

gave me an opportunity for inspecting closely the
management oi me past and lor observing the ad¬
vantages offered the men In drill and discipline, and
in tbc education necessary for that arm of die ser¬
vice. Ihe result was very gratifying. The thorough
mode of instruction and the pertected drill of the
battalion deserve commendation.
bausiactory progress has beeu made in the prose-

cation of works for the improvement 01 rivers mid
harbors and or the surveys connected inerewtth.
The annna. report of tne Chief ot Engineers con¬
tains a detailed account of tue progress and condi¬
tion of tlic.se works and of the results of the surveys
oroere I by Congress. This report also contains th-
forniatlou concerning the public buildings and
grounds and tho Washington Aqueduct.
Proper measures have eeu taken to carry ont the

Joint resolution of February 21. 1S71, In relation to
the o-tabiisliiucnt ot water gauges, and making
daily observations ol the rise ami ioU of the Lower
Mississippi and Its cnlet tributaries.
Under the act ol ApiU 4, 1871. lor the appointment

bv the President oi a commission to examine and
report on i

TUB Stmto TUNNEL,
Lieutenant Colonels H. «. Wright and John o. Fob-
ter. oi the Corps of Engineers, and Professor Wesley
Neweomb. a mining engineer, were thus ap ointed,
and Captain W. K. King, Corps of Engineers, was
directed to act as secretary to the commission. The
commission has completed the investigation at the
tunnel and tne mines or the nonstock lode, and Is
now preparing to report. In the i

SUBVK V OP THE I I K'F.S,
operations were earned on la Lakes .Superior, Michi¬
gan, M-Clair and ChaniDlain. and the progress of
the work In the fleid and office has been highly satis-
factor>. The geological survey along ihe central
route of communlcaiion to me Pacific coast nus
been actively continued, and the publication of the
resul s, already be*u:i, U looked for with much in¬
terest-,

THE ARSENALS.
During the fiscal year small-arms and ordnance
stores to the amount of $lo,o.».Odo have been sold,
and the entire proceeds, except a small sum re¬
tained to meet expense of preparing other stores
for sale, have pas ed into the Treasury beyond ttio
control or this department. The operations at the
arsenals have been confined to the inanuiaclute
or supplies required by the troops, to the care of
stores on hand, and to the manufacture of oue
or two experimental gun carriages, it is hopedthat congre-s will grant vne appropriations naked
for to carry out the plans tor the continuance ot
the work at ihe great arsenal ot construction for
the Mississippi valley at Kock Island. Several
kinds ot experimental rifles and carbines, as re¬
commended by the ht. Louts board, have been
mannfactnred at Springfield Armory for compara¬
tive trial in the field. An inspec'iou of tnat ar¬
mory nut long since satisfies me or the necessity
tor continuing tne appropriations lor us main¬
tenance and support. The ability or its present
administration especially com ueuds this weil-ap-
pol ited ariiinry to the attention or Congres-1.

Sufficient information will doubtless be derived
from the use or the experimental ar-ns 111 the field
to enable a board lo recommend a breech-loading
system for adoption. The armament ot state
troops should ue lute that ol the national forces,
who now use breech-loading small arms. The re¬
serve ol lo.ODO arms of that kiud now on nana is
not naif sufficient to supply tuc Stales upon quotas
now due.

At ten ion is called to the recommendation of the
Ctuel of Ordnauce concerning tne repeal of tne act
prohibiting promotions and appointments in the
Ordnance corps.
An Increase of the ahnnal appropriations under

the law or 1*08, providing lor arming and equipping
the raililla. ts urgently required.
The small clerical torcc allowed
'1 HE OFFICE OF THE Jl'D-.E ADVOCATE (IKMEHAL

of tne artnv is not sufficient to perform tne great
amouui of labor required to copy, on tee demand or
persons who have been tried, the voluminous pro¬
ceedings of the courts martial in their cases, the
duty is an imperative one un ler ihc law, but the
force ts inadequate to Its accomplishment, ah mar
easily be seen upon an inspection of ttic rocord of
the vast amount or work penonned In that utile.
1 recommend tne continuance of the appropriation
by which speoial copyists could be employed lor this
purpose.

OPERATIONS IT THE SIGNAL STATIONS.
At Fort Whipple, Va., instruction liai been given

in me meteorological nafles and studies inquired tit
the signal stations tor observations and reports of
storms throughout tho Untied States, and 111 mili¬
tary signaling and telegraphy to officers
pf the army and navy. During the year the
observation and report of storms hai been neces¬
sarily ratcer in the process of organization ior fit

iliaii as fiouimetcTy 6ig,tiifo success hiaii as completely oig.imzod. A duty
without precedent has uad to be originated in nil us
details or plans ami discipline.the observation,
reports and mode of makiug public the ucccssary
deductions and reports. Tho progress made has
been fully ns great as could have been anticipated,
and has secured valuable results and gives promiso
ol extended uselulness.
By n comprehensive telegraphic organization each

of ihc signal stations is in teiepraphic communica¬
tion wpii the Signal Office at Washington, and Irons
each ol tlicm dailv and nlglitlj weatr.cr reports are
received at the Department. Tnese reports are
stud;ed, bulletined and charted at tno office of the
t'liiot signal officer, and are inrnishcd at the same
time to most ot the principal cities and ports or too
country. The deductions rrom the sfmty of the re¬
ports itre instantly telegraphed to tne press and
bulletined as soon as practicable at the observing
oitic s, in board or trade i< oms. merchants' ex¬
changes. and o'her prominent places, and during
the past year there have issued tti this manner from
the ('lucf Signal Office and tne observing stations
fifty thousand charts.

in tho month of October the display ol c .ntionary
signals, announcing the probuolo approach of
storms, was commenced, lor the first time to the
United States,at twenty ports upon the lakes and
Atlantic and Oulf coasts. These signals are ar-
ranged to be dlspiaye i at anv hour of the day or
night, upon the receipt of telegraphic orders Iroin
Washington.
(While ihc service has been rapidly organized and

pressed to these results each step has iieeu taken
ouly w hen the public mind seemed to be educated
and prepared lor it and the public necessity de-
manned it. The average time of the lecclpt by tele¬
graph oi the r- ports and observations made simul¬
taneously from all the stations t nrouguout the United
Stales has been lorty-flve minutes. The average
time elapsing between the moment at. which tele¬
grams were sent to the office at Washington from
t he most distant stations to tnat at which the de¬
ductions are insole, punished and Issued to the
press has been ninety minutes.
Of the deductions publlsned from the office sixty-

nine per cent are, utter a careful examination of the
statistics, considered to have nceu fuPy verified.
This percentage, increased by ttioso regarded as
partially verified, will make an aggregate of ninety
per cent of average verifications.

it has been tne policy of the department to diffuse
as widely as possible, tor the use ol eo operating in¬
stitutions and for scientific atnty everywhere, tho
meteorological information collected at its stations
and upon us records. It Is believed that the
United Htates now possesses a service more exten¬
sive and better onraniced for these purposes than
that ol any other country.
The steadiness, regularity and promptness with

whtob the varied labors Incident to a work co¬
extensive with tho United Htates, and which
requires in its details a vigilance reaching through
both night and day, have neen accomplished, illus¬
trate the advantages gained by placing these dntles
under military direction. A rigor less than that of
military discipline would fall to sccuro the accuracy
and strict obedience to orders which nave been
necessary.
Under the second section of the sot of July 24.

lfttiC, to aid in the construction ot telegraph lines,
and to secure to the government tne use of tno
same for postal, mliiary and other purposes the
Postmaster General lias fixed tne ratea at which
telegraphic communications for the government
shad be sent. The plan and method or compensa¬
tion have worked well, and are lonud to be of much
economy to tne signal service.
Tne wlsoom of Congress in alToMing facilities for

its prosecution Is dauy exemplified, The labors of
tbla branch of the Department, undertaken with
some herniation g* to the result, and received at

first with doubt In many nuarterj, have padnftU*
grown intj popnlar favor, and by ti") really wonder-
ful results accomplished h tlus new fleiuuavo coin-
uamled U»o attention aud approval of the country,
Tue tact that ihe reports dally issued find in most
cases full confirmation, impresses itself on the minds
of the peopto, and men o; all callings, especially
those engaged in commerce ond agriculture, evince
tlie greatest interest in tlua important work, rull
recognition of its value has neeu given hy the press
and by the scientific men ol other countries, aa well
as of our own, and the results attaiued so clearly
indicate Ps importance that I can, without hesita¬
tion, rely upon Congress for an appropriation for
the prosecution and extension of its duties to the
lull extent of the estimate submitted. By law the
control of

THfi MILITARY AOAPKMY At WfiflT POINT
Is devolved upon the Secretary of War. For some
years past its immediate management had been eu-
trusted to an olllcer of the Inspector General's De¬
partment, who lallhlully discharged his duties.
Feeling, however, that, lor his better information,
and thai lie might more ettlciently perioral the
duties thai this responsibility placed upon blin.
Hi re should be a more direct communication be¬
tween the secretary oi War and the Academy, the
system was changed, and now oil reports are made
directly to this o.'iice.
The present strength or the corps or c adets at the

Academy Is 22v. several instances of improper in-
ter.erenco oy cadets with their fellows have oc-
cured, but tire offenders have been summarily dealt
with, and strenuous exertions have been uiauc by
the Depar meut to prevent the recurrence of such
disorders und to improve generally iHe tone of mill-
tary discipline. Legislation on the subject of the
expenses ol the board of Visitors Is desirable, as
under existing laws for the payment of ihe board
ann lodging ol the members douhts arise as to what
is properly ,o be included under the ncad of board.
A per diem allowance would remove this uncer- t

taimy, und it is recommeuded that such an allow-
ance bo made in the next appropriation.

isy the lire at' ho c.ulet bnriaoks las' winter many
cadets, who were engaged, under the direction of
their DiiKTers. 111 extinguishing tne names, sutTered
the loss of clothing, bodies, Ac., and an appropria¬
tion Is recommended to compensate them tor such
losses. The sum necessary for tills purpose will not
exceed six thousand dollars, and suou.d becontined
to compensation lor their clothing and books.

Tim wjtsTJMM rums.
The intelligence of the great lire or October in

Chicago reacned the Department while the flames
were la progress, ami orders were at Oh06 tele¬
graphed to officers tu charge of arniy depots to ior-
ward to tuat city supplies lor the homeless and des¬
titute. The promptness with which the wisues of
the Department were carried out merits nigu com¬
mendation. in a few hours cloihtug, blaukets, tents
and provisions were on their way to tbe
sunken citv, and tins immediate action
relieved much distress. The records and property
in the building occupied for headquarters of
the Military Division ut the Missouri were totally
destroyed, but the greater portion ol the most valu¬
able can be duplicated iroui the War Department.
Several communes of troops were ordered to the
city ov uenerai soerld.ui, under whose supervision
they assisted m prese viug order dui;'ug ihe trying
days which succeeded the couila^ratiuu. Tue oiiic.al
an,i personal conduct of Ccuctai Sheridan, while
entrusted, uy common consent, wliu the manage-
ineui of affairs in tue c.ty. receives the emphatic
approval or this department.
Similar issues ot supplies of various kinds were

made to tne Governor of Wisconsin for the relief oi
t lie .-niferers in mat state, an rebel a as also afforded
to those in Michigan. Without lhrtner application
emigres s mil, wiuieut douut, record its sanuion of
this aciiou.
A perfect system or

FINANCIAL DISBlItSEMFNTS
is a subject wmcii, trom tlie beirinmiiir of tlieaov.
eminent, ims commanded tue attention or an tue

}re.naia au<1 u,e ,llscoveri' ol tne astounding
{f»u«U, which nave startled lite country uv th'-ir
magnitude. lias recalled attention anew to tiic causes
wincli nave combined to permit tliese diuboncst
actions 10 go so long undetected. No system ^l rc-

mp'ot°nnLiS? 2f.(,uVlstJ wWuh will ma: e emueziio-
mcut, under all ciicumstu.ic s, imiiossiolc Too
rogue is always v,giant. Counter-viailance alone
can thwart lus schemea. The reguiauons now
Roveriitng disbursements appear to be ami) e for
the prevention or fraud. 'Me failure to eu.orce
tiiein makes a path to Iraud an easy one i'ne
daring deceptions lately practiced provoke
an inquiry as to some mode for tne me
reutiou of their recurrence. Relaxed duiv
tailing vigilance, and excessive conli ieuce sus-

£ L .oa diEhouesty and reader jeruia-
uous a farce. A careful scrutiny, by ire-ueut in-
spccuous of the accounts ol disbursing officers amioi tneir cash balances, followed up wituout loss or
time bv a comparison or the result of this searching
Inspection wun tne officers balance at tho mace or
ncprisit, is clearly tne only safe resort Tne omee-
Hon mata senunei is tiicrebTjpiaced at the disburs¬
ing officer's door is not euUiled to cou"fderubm
lutegrity does not object to test. It invites
scrutiny. An lioucst public offlcer preiers
taut his discretion siiould be limited. He no
copts re.-pou-ability when U cornea but no
cueeriuiiy submits to any examiuatiou rnh s oubiic
conduct, deeming it u6 reproach u»at heissum
jected to the operation of an inflexible ruie which
tneuiauoncst acta or otuers have made auec *sViv
Men Oi Utge experience ft-» Oiaoar.-nutr oiUcera ii-tvn I
toiU me tliAt tiiey do uot r ihmuoci* a am ie uefiiica>
tton which wlrht not have ^en prevented Sr
speedily detected bjr the exercise 01 proper vigil¬
ance on the part of the supervising oflicer. In in s

formsT UOt UitU3ccaa Uia He only ier"
Wuy the necessity of rurnislnng duplicate sta'e-

mad^»l^?!!Sin,fht<le'Pavi"Ven^ 11 110 comparison is
made? w lien the Miock oi discovery comes mid a

great rraud is manifest it is c ar tlut ti.me is
iiegiect somewhere, is it in the regulailo is and I
orueis and circulars issued for the prevailiou ot
th. se very iimuusi- Not ul ail; but in the disregard
°[J-uiervisiug b't'cers of the.r provisio .s ma
vigilance wul- ii these circulars proms t, would if
exercised, ijrutsh a dmerent result. Holding
these views as to the necessity lor frequent
Inspection an 1 reo gang tneir great ad¬
vantages, l propose, in tins department to te-it

tpeir eiilcacj m the most tuorouth manner.' in a.--

fii^rV'i" .'"ft**0" t0 districts, I shail ueem It iny
duty to hold each one ol rneiu resi onsibio lor every
misdcm unor which occurs in connection with ihc

dtsbursing oillcer in his district
wn cii duo diligence on las part would have ure- 1
ventej so diu be wid feel tbathe h.mtrajTwau
in no 1re n " A piau of inspection can,
in my ju lament, bo established, which win be

aV, ttlu** hbail eudeavor to show by
its operation ma* it is cmineuily practicable. Witii
detection iua .e morally c rtam. and wfih punish-
m^dajrennu speedy, there can be no safety for

T..001S IN Tim sorrn.THB KIT KLtTT.
,J!?e Proclamation or Hie President of Mav 3.
JS .

attention to the act oi congress eu-
tliled "Au act to euiorce the provisions of iho
fourteenth amendment to tne Constitution of the
lilted hi ales, and tor other purposes," approved
April m, ls;i, necessitated oioers lor the enloree-
ment ot me same by tins department, and comm.
queruly it was directed.
tuI'Tf. a'*VTt'i ooc. 1?n *h^1 ,r,M ,h« reraiAr forces of
the LinicJ Elairs .tslioned lo lb,- vl in.ty o) any .ocalitr

inri'i'sii t^?Pe* J**cl''be-1 b* lb® sinrcs-id act, upproved
April ifl, l«7l, may be c mmitteJ, shall, in airict arcor. ance
w.tu too prows o; laid act. bj iiap.oypj by ti ck cum-
maiidln. olcera In aUlallng the adtliorlW civil aulboriliec
of ilic bulled| siaiea In ui.tkmg arreiia of peraoni sc.mcJ
un icr tu uaul act; lu prevea ,ng tbr rescow oi persons ar-
reeled lor micU chiisc; id b eakiug op and tiJsperaliig band*
ol U.asjiihfiJ marao ior« ari or ar.ued or-a .izailon* av.intt

an" '-t"e " "* Uwiu' Pu"uiw of the cIUmm m

ft has iieen absolutely necessary to retain about
onc-sixih oi the army in those butes of ine South,
east oi tlie .Missis oppl, which Were engaged iu tlie
war ol the rebciliuu. .Numerous u,.pu. atums lor
troops to aid m tue enroreemeut of me laws were
received Irotn Uulied states marsiuus, oihcers
of internal revenue and state o.hauls: aigeut
appeals lor ussisuiuce crowned in horn tin-
vuio citizens, and it soon became eviueiit that
the security or the people demanded the continued
presence oi tne regular forces, it is a paiurul lact,
wuich merits serious consideration, tuat in some
portions of tue South freedom ui opiuion is not
tolerated, if that opinion is expressed lu opposition
to the doctrines which originated Hie late
rebellion. Indispuuoio evidence establishes
the fact, which is proven, too, by the
exi etieuce of numerous surterors, that un
armed rcoeilion of regular orgunUatiou and great
strength now exists lu parts oi tuoso .-nates. The fre-
queut report-, by army orilceta ol pcrroct reilabilily,
made after mature observation and judgment, con-
ciusiveiy show that the ra nitications oi this organ-
ued body are extensive; that its system u arranged
with great care aud Ehrcwdncss; that its persecu¬
tions extend lu the dark uuurs ol the night
aud in cowardij diiju.se, to persons of every
age, sex utiu condition who dare to exercise a iree-
bom of eoouuet. hciioii or speech which disagrees
wiui tho political doctrines ol these marauders.
This body of conspirators, couaMimed for tue pur¬
pose of C, ushing our many of ilie inherent huoriles
ot tiic defenceless people of those States, dehea tne
law and apurus the auihorityoi the goverumout,
and, so long as it oxnis. so loug will it be necessary
to aid tho civil autuorlitea wun the armed force of
the nation iu putting down tuts second rebellion and
in bringing its leaders to speedy pniusnmuut.

N£W BUlLPlNli FOR 1HK WAR IIKFAR'I MINT.
The at ten; ion ol Congress Iirs been repeatedly

called 10 the neeesauy of appropriations lor tne
speedy erection ol a substantial Mrepioof budding
for the War department, aud 1 cannot close this re¬
port without ii,.a.u ailudiug iu tho subject- Tue
routed buildings, scattered all over the city, are
remote from the main office and ridiculously un¬
safe. Many tons of records, to which the public
business requires daily reference, are stored iu
these bnilduips. iiosiucs their historical in¬
terest. these papers are of immense value
for the protection of tue government avainsi
fraud, comprising all the muster roils of tao
regui.tr and volunteer armies, reports of army offl-
eers, hospital records, accounts oi public property,
and, in fact, the accumulated records ol Hie depart¬
ment lor seventy years, and are scattered here and
there in such buildings us can be secured ov rent
irom private patties, ana utterly unsutied to the
purpo-es for which Uiey must be used, fcvery con-
sbieration of public interest urges me to press this
matter upon tne attention of the people's represen¬
tatives, In the hope that tney will act before a cou-
flagration sweep* irom the possession of tue nation
those recurds whose value cannot bo told in dguree

CIVIL RRKVICI BKi'ORM.
Reflection on tne mode or clerical selection ana

appointments suggests the hope tlut a svstcni may
be devised by the civil aervlce communion winch
may extend Its beneficial cffccta to the Various de¬
partments of tho government. Tne experienoe of
those who have watched with Interest the work¬
ings of this Department teaches tnat Umo la lest,
money wasted, and business demanding attention
delayed by the constant changes which occur under
present laws and customs A judicious reionn
would soon exhibit the great advantage of an im¬
proved system.

William w. BELKNAP, secretary of War.

LIGHT ADD IMPERFECT COID.
[From the New Orleans Times, Nov. 89.J

navlng been gnprtsed tnat tnere had neeu some
correspondence between Messrs. Townsencl, Lyman
ft Qo., bankers sad brokers, and Mr. Charles Clin¬
ton, United .States Assistant Treasurer at I his port,
relative to the rejection by Custom House officers
of slightly worn and Imperfect United States coin,
we applied to Mr. Clinton for Information on the
subject, when he kindly submitted to us the follow¬
ing:.

New Obi.kaks, Nov. 4, ltisi.
Charles Clinton, Esq., Assistant Treasurer, United

btatos, New Orleaua:.
Dkak Sir.In our sales of eoiu recently we have

experienced great annoyance by the return to Us
from buyers of slightly worn coins, which, wc are
informed by the Custom House officers, are rejected
by them because of receut orders from you. Coins
slightly discolored or covered more or less with
rust are rejected both bv our banks and the Custom
House lor similar reasons. For so ion.' u time tiie-e
coins have been interchanged without tioublc mat
anew order of things calls for some ex. lamuion
from your office, in order to satisiy tne business
couuminliy. coins punctured, shave 1 or otuerwise
mutilated nave been lor years commonly rojeoed,
but those to which we rc.cr aro pieces which,
through ordinary wear and tear.uauiral attri¬
tion.have s.lghtly lost In weight. The rusty ami
discolored corns, we understand, are lejected
simply because ihcy arc such, without any claim to
loss in weight or value. More recently we have had
several coins returned to ua j.criect in appearauce,evidently little used since being Issued, but still
ciatmed to ne "snort." These we nave examined
caiefudy, and are convinced that, if the weight is
wrong, as it appears to be, the mint which l.-sued
the colu is at fault. In such a case, whero the coin
bears no evidence of having been tampered with,and Is not worn, tan tne Treasury i.ep.irtmciitproperly disown Its own cullrt? Attain, where appa¬
rently no provision la made for retirement of worn
or dlscoli red coins, or, rather, no effort made by
tiie general government to retire such upon drat
appearance ol wear, ought Hie general government,through Its Treasury officers, to rcmse tuem lor du¬
ties trout tne people, wtio arc holders upon the fa th
of the government stamp, and who may, six months
ago, have received them in tne same condition from
the government Itself t Please throw some light
upon trua matter and answer for us the many com¬
plaints made daily at our counter, and oblige, very
respectfully your obedient servants,

T0WN8END, I.YMAN A 00.
United States Ti ea dry, [

HKW Ulll.KANS, >0V. 10, IH1I. )Messrs. Townsenp, Lyman a Co., New oneaus,
La.:.
Gentlemen.I have received your letter of the

4th lust. lu relatiou to recent rejections of light,
rusty and discolored coin by 'lie customs officers of
this port, lor tlie aliened reason tout this office de¬
clines to receive such coin from t num. As it has
been tor years and still Is the acknowledged custom
of the c luiunintlty to reject com which has Peen
undiluted either by punching. soldering.
thing or sweating, your reierence to sucn
com will need no reply from me. In re-
gard to genuine coins which have become
lmui through ordinary wear in naudliug. 1 would I
state that mis ottlce does not reject lor ..slight'' loss
as you seem to believe, uulcss the loss 01 iroin one
to turce per cent on the lace value of the com is con-
sidcred slight, fieces which bear uo evidence ot
having uceu tampered with, and do not snow a loss
111 weight ol more loan one per cent, are received as
cuneut, and tins standard will exclude but very
lew cuius wmch have not been reduced ov s.uiie uu-
lawiul means, such us iiirnmg, nnug or sweating.
The appearance of coin niter having been snbmitted
to the sweating process, being so very sunpar to
tuat of legitloiutciy worn coin, it becomes necessary
to exclude sucn coin when it snail luii m-.ow a cer¬
tain stands, d. therefore me weight lest becomes an
important one lu determining the value 01 ah coin.
As the law docs not deilnc how much a coin
may lose in weight and suit be a legal tender lor
the value expressed upon us lace.winch irom
tue nature ol the case is a very difficult problem
to solve. Inasmuch as any speciucd uhowuuco
might, and prooably woain. stimulate unlaw. 11
practices lu Inc debasement of new and lull weignt
com, and as each Treasury Office is in a in- a-a re
responsible for its own transactions the above limit
has oeen fixed as at once tue most Inst and eq.ilt-
ante ol any that cau oe estaffiisued oeiweeu the
government, its agents and those who hold its
nsaes of com. In relation to discolored and rusiy
coins, l would say there can be uo question as to
the propriety and Justice ol rejectlug lhcm us un¬
merchantable, thus Blueing the ex pen-a: ol oleaa-
hi ,- mem and of any m.,s incident thereto upon
t >se who have been me csuse ot such dcmceioent.
1' >r instance, if, for the suae of smety, United
Slates coin la bnricd and thereby becomes discol¬
ored uy rust or corrosion, or, tf, for the sage ol de¬
basement, experiment or otner reason, it Is ex¬
posed to the action oi acids and tnereby lis appear*
mice Is changed, 1 see uo reason why the govern¬
ment should at its own expense clean soch coin. I
cannot coincide wuu your suggestion mat some
corns found to be considerably lfgnt, although ap¬
parently not inneh worn, wore issued by me MintIn that courtliion, and I tiling yon have out to ac-
qnamt yourselves witn the many effective means
lucre used to detect even the slightest variation in
the weight or any single piece or dox ol mcces ;o
dispel any such impression vou may now have. Uyluw an allowance ot one-half grain (about i wo cents)
is made lor variation in the fssne of double ea^ies
and eagles, and ol one-quarter gruiu in the issue or
half eagles, quarter eagles, three and one dollar
pieces, and 1 venture the assertion that never win a
greater deviation irom Hie standard weight ne found
lu a new coin. Trusting it win appear to you that
tins oilice uas ana will, asiar a* It consistently can,
adopt such measures as shall rest serve the Interests
of the government and this community, aud at the
same time protect it >eir, 1 remain, very respectiully,CH A ULEri CLINTON',Assistant Treasurer United States.

Treasury DRPARrMLNT, i
Washington, d. C., Not. m, isil |

Sir.Yours or the l <tn instant lu reply to that of
Messrs. Townsend. Lyman A Co., on the sublect of
the .ejection, by you, of coanlerieit, light and de-
laced gold coin. Is approved. Wuu regard to coun¬
terfeit and Bach or tne light anu deiaced coin as
owes its diminution or de.acement to filing, sweat¬
ing, or any other illegal practice, yon correctly stale
thai there can be no question as to tue right or pro¬
priety of the government to refuse to receive it. As
to such of tue light and deiaced colu, however, as
owes lis diminution or dciaccment to natural wear
during the pieces* ol prolonged circnluiion, tne
quo .lion very prorerly arises whether or not the
government is bound bv any principle of law or
justice to redeem it, regardless of tho extent of
abrasion or diminution. It is tho practice, aud, as
lar as 1 know, has always been, of the I intc i Mates
Assistant Treasurer at New Voracity, through whose
oitice the bulk of our coinage passes, to reject no
coin, however light, if the diminution Is the result
of natural wear and use; in souie ot the oilier lu.ie-
penncnt Treasury offices a different practice lias
obtained, but no general rule on the subject has as
yet beeu adopted and lUo preponderance oi the
evidence as to past practice aeems to be iu favor of
that In vogue In Hie New York office. Ol late, how¬
ever, so much light ruin lias made its appearance
and been presented to our indopeudeat Treasury
officers, and the los i re-ulting troin us recomago
has been so great, wniie the practice of sweating
and thai or filing and re-recding the periphery, have
been reduced to such a science as to inmost defy
detection, tUat a different and general rn.e seems
to be demanded, both lor ttie purpose of pun.ylng
onr coin circulation and for tne protection ol the
government. An Investigation of the mint laws of
almost all the principal Powers of Europe will dem¬
onstrate that they have by law nxod a limit, be¬
yond which uo allowance is made for natural abra¬
sion, aim 1 cannot doubt that among some at least
of tnese Powers the subject was luliy considered
Willi u view to the Justice ol the limit prescribed,
both as to the government and tho private citizen,
Moreover, 1 believe Congress would long since have
in.ffie a similar provision if the siloject bad been
properly brought before it. This I propose to uo at
lis coming session. The Intimation on tue part or
Me is s. Townsend, Lyman A Uo. that some oi the
coins in qaeatlon must have been light at the tune
of their coinage, or mat the mint at which trier
were corned is responsible for tnelr ligiit weight, is
untenable, as the law provides ample and sufficient
safeguards lor tho speedy detec.lon and punish¬
ment ol the coming aud Issuing by officers or the
Mint or any of Its branches oi any light pieces.
Supposing, then, that ml tho United Mates
coiuage is originally of standard weight,
may not the department with equal
propriety prescribe regulations for its re¬
ception ana redemption, a* It now does for the
reoeption and redemption of lis currency. It has
long since been a rnic to dednct a proportionate
amount irom badly mutilated notes, aud wlio ques¬
tions eliner the propriety or the right 1 These regu¬
lations are necessary botn for the maintenance ot a
clean aud proper circulating medium and tne protec¬
tion ut the government agninst iraud and imposition.Were tue department to redeem all note* no matter
how badly muUlaled, it will readily be seen what
an opportunity such a practice would open (or
designing persons to destroy whole notes, and
present them In fractional parts. So also If tne
government will rcectvo and redeem at their lull
value, coins, no matter how light, even on account
of natural wear, it would open a way lor great
deception and iraud by tlie sweating, and filing,
und re-reeding processes, winch, an already stated,
olten defy detection. The rejection of light coins
may for a time ami in certain instances operate
harshly, aud seemingly unjust; but a regular and
general compliance with Hurh a regulation wonld
pnrlly onr coin cremation and pat it in the condi¬
tion in which it ought to be. If the several Assist¬
ant Treasurers and United Slates depositories no
longer receive light coin their sales will not contsln
any, and Inasmuch as the Mint and Its branches are

. , ikirhr ntoons WlU soon

the present, ana nn>n n prop*., ¦*>«..
tablisberl, yon shontd be guided in your rejections of
lUht coins wllli a view to the general public inter¬
ests. Very respcciliilly,

GEORGE 8. BOUTWRLL, Secretary.
Charles Clinton, Esq., United States Assistant

Treasurer, New^urieans, La.

A 8PDDBH DEATH.
Yesterday morning James MoGrsih, a man sixty. |

Ave years ol age, who bad long been In poor heaitn,
left his home, Hamilton street, for chnrch, and
at a later hoar wuilc returning home tell to the pave¬
ment corner of Oliver and Madison streets, and ex¬
pired in a few momenta afterward* The remains
were lmroedjatoly taken to the oak street police
station and from -hence to his late home, whore
Coroner Young was notified to hold an inquost. The
wife and daughter of deceased were with aim at the
tune gi jus deauw

COHPTROLLEU CrtWOLLY'S CASI.
His First Sabbath to .

Common Jail.

How the Day Waa Pawsd.Friende and Sympw-
thiksra in Number.The Missionaries rnd the

Magician.The Frifrh ensd Wardna.

The gloom;, nasty weather or yeeterday might
naturally be supposed to nave exertod a moat de¬
pressing Influence on those confined within tha
limits ol a jail, and more especially so to one who,
hot a few days since, en oved most luxasloos isn
roundtngs in a home atttd with everything that
wealth could procure and taste and comrort sug¬
gest. Such a one H the late Comptroller Connolly,
who enjoyed yesterday his first Sunday behind the
bars of a coinmou jail. Yet he was not, by any
means, Inordinately gloomy, lie rose early, and
alter the ordinary morning duties he read the dally
papers, enjoying meanwhile a flagrant Havana*
until nine o'clock, at which time he took breakfast
He ate sparingly, and Inimedtatelr thereafter ho
adjourned to the Court yard and partook of

A ' COS TirUTIONAJ," WALK
for some ten or llucea m uutes. Fro n tbls time
until late m the evenlug lie w is octuple 1 In receiv¬
ing the visits of his friends and relatives. Shortly
after noon a James Kite. wno some forty years ago
was a comvaga in rte voyage with air. Connolly
from Ireland to this country, called and paid his
respects. Thus it went on until dinner lime, when
the illustrious captive cat a hearty meal.

THE QCKSTIOX OV UA.L i

was discussed by those who waned on Mr. Coo.
noliy; but whether any aeiinite arrangement was
made did not transpire. In ine afternoon several
of the leaders or the rising party in the persons or
Alderman Van Shaatck, Judge Barrett. .Senator
O'Brien, W. H. Wickbam and others arrived and
had a consultation with the prisoner of soma
fifteen minutes' duration. Shortly before four
o'clock the keepers heard a voice exclaiming
"Well, good-by; cheer u,and as they were sore
It was Mr. Connollys voice, the Idea of

HIS ESCAPE KKOM TlIK AIT,
Immediately flssucd through their minds. Two or
three sprang toward the room door, and there they
louud the lolly.iac:d Edward A. Moore, toe *olu
stager," a firm iriend ol lue captive Connolly, and
the possessor o a voice ami style ot speech verymuch like him. The keepers laughed at themselves,
but said nothing, shortly a ter ibis < cetirrcnce the
Internal gong bell sounded wnii a double bang.
Copu.y Warden Gardner gin,ped tue massive key,
rattled it against the Iron do >r. then, won a mua-
ouiar twist, shot the bolt rattling naoa in the leek
and opened the door a short distance. A massive
mustache appeared nt the entrance. Gardners
mustache was outdone, lie sta.'gored back,
and lminedlatolv tae siatelv loan of Captain Jacn
Golan entered tnc portals of toe prison, and, after
Che usual lnr/Tiaiiues. was usliere 1 into the room
occupied bv the friend to sympathize witn whom
ne had called.

REMGIOt'S SEItVItE3
were to have b* en field ny souie enterprising mem¬
bers of the Yonng .lien's christian Association lor
tho benetlt ot the prl toners at large, nut for soma
reason nnknowu they did nut fulfill their engage-,
ment, and the nine allotted tor services was occu¬
pied by Mr. Willis, who was incarcerated for at¬
tempting to bicak an engagement at tne Olympic
theatre. Mr. Willis warbled like n bird, grunted
like a pig, barked like a dog and petfoimcd tricks
of legerdemain which would oa e and astonish
many of the old theatre-goers and wizards who
have astonished the people hereabouts. The poor
prisoners enjoyed his services as well, if not bet¬
ter, than they would those of the Youug Men's
Christian Association missionaries, and applauded
him to the echo.
To return to the case of Mr. Connolly, there Is

really nothing new that can be said ol It. He ap¬
peared last evening to be quite cheerlul, yet ha
anxiously awaits the result of his counsel's trip to
Aloany for the purpose of securing a diminution in
the amount of bail.

RCMIfi YOTES.POLITICAL AID GEYEHAL

The National Hear Garden opens to-day.
Tne Land Grabbing Legion will meet in ttte ro¬

tunda of tlie Capitol at Wellington at noon.
Gentlemen lntere3tod in rue defeat of tne Civil

Rights Reform bill will meet in the lobby of the
House of Representatives to-morrow.
The Condurango Committee will hold a special

meeting at the Mato Department as soon as the con¬
tents of the President's Message are ascertained, i

All lobbyists, wirepullers, button holers, claim
cracksmen, jobbers and Camarilla agents in Wash-'
ington are expected to be well supplied with mate¬
rial this winter, ft wtu be a long session.
The presence or bores will not be desirable at the

White House tc-;iay.
Clerks of Congressional committees will save

trouble by having programmes of feus ready for
jobmongcrs up.>u application.
No case of negro-luancy, like that of Bowen's, no

believe, is to come before Congress this winter. It
will be a matter o. Icdger-de-iualn, probably, with'
members nil through the session.
The Raleigh (X. l'.) Era says general amnest/i

should be granted ihis winter. so bo K.
Is not the Baltimore American a Uttle too candid

when it says Johu Qutncy Adams "is celebrated for
his name, and for not mncn eise except a proclivity
towards long wiudcu letters on political topics,"
Tho Mobile NcfftPter is getting up a ucw edition of

the Book of Proverbs. Here is a sanii le:.
Blessed Is tho woman who componndeth a pud¬

ding in silence, for she is more to be envied than she
who makeiha tan reply.
Borne oid Con,wis, saya the Mobile MegM«k who

visited the St. Charles, n New Orleans, tho other
night, to see "Richelieu," were told that the princi¬
pal ucior was Forrest; but they could not bo sold.
they said they had served under Forrest and knew
better.
In announcing mat it would observe Thanksgiving

Day by suspending publication, the Macon (Oa.>.
Teleoraph comioris its readers In the roilowlug Job-'
like btylei-

Let us niaintulu h cheerful composure and grate¬
ful hearts ihat affairs are 110 worse witn us than
they are. Souio id grumbler will ask, how could
they be worse Miut np, you old i urk, and wo will
tell you. Ii you were in one 01 those Northwestern
btates.with youi shops, mills, house, furniture,1
clothing, provisions, all burned up.naif or your
family destroyed, and you with your hair staged,
off.your right arm burned toacrlsp.your hack in a
blister, and hint; on the snow without blankets ami
the mercury thirty degrees below zero, you would
be in a worse condition than you are now.
Tho Georgia democrats hold their convention for

nominating a candl late for Governor on Wednesday,
December 6. General Woflord, Speaker J. Milton
Smith and Colonel Herbert Fielder are among those
mentioned for the nomination.
The Albany journal (republican) says Senator An .

thony, editor or tne Providence Journal, Is spoken of
as the republican candidate for Vice President. An¬
thony says he has another vice in his cyo and his
name is Colfax.
A Boston paper has discovered that there is bnt

little difference between John G. calhoun|s "mas¬
terly inactivity bts'' and Frank Blair's "passive"
politicians.

"A. 11. In ihe Atlanta Sun, invites attention
to an article corned irom the Charleston courier,

"although it is a long one." it is a fortunate sign
when Mr. A. H. B. excuses the length of newspaper
articles.
?n English paper refers to the grizzly bears of

the Alleghany Mountains. That story will hardly
bear scrutiny tins side of the Alleghanies.
Mr. Brown does not deeime a re-election ss Mayor

of Salem, Massachusetts. It was only a canard or

the Boston Jourtut'. Theretore let the men of the
land of witchcraft "stick to Brown."

DB8PERATB 8ALOOH AFFRAY.

About five o'clock in Newark yesterday Nichols*
Holier, keeper of a saioon M Bt Springfield ave¬

nue, became involved In a quarrel with John Stra-
aer, a neighbor, which resnlted in the former dread¬
fully beating the latter and ticking him in a dan¬
gerous part of the body, so thst he Is now confined
to Ids bed and Uc-h In a critical condition. Holzor
was arrested. Hi* Wile W1U be arrested to-day,
aa she is implicated.
autarch in Railway Pkriohts..The New York

Central and Hudson River, Pennsylvania Central and
Erie Railway Companies, with their Western con¬
nections, have just adopted the following largely
increased rates for freight lor all classes of mer¬
chandise from New York, Boston and Philadelphia
westward:.
To Cleveland, Ohio,., fldo. perewt. Old rnte, 20c.
ToCoinmbus, Ohio... IBic. oerewt. old rnte. Mc.
To Cincinnati, onio.. h;ic. perewt. Old rats, 2*o.
To Louisville, Kv. ...$l 14 perewt. Old rate, use.
To Nashville, Tcnu.. 1 15 perewt. old rate, a«c.
Tout. Louis, Mo l 20 perewt. old rale, 40c.
To Chicago. Uh lot Krcwu Old rate, wo.


